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 Is there such a thing as the Devil and evil spirits?  Are they real, or are they just an old 

superstition.   Although in past years people wrongly attributed some mental illnesses and other natural 

phenomena to evil spirits, this does not mean they were not operating in other cases, and that they do not 

still operate today.   There are many ways these spirits operate: some look like mental illnesses; some are 

profound manifestations like you see in movies; and some are very quiet, sneaky, and can easily go 

unseen - these are the most common.  The Church teaches us that when we say in the Our Father “and 

deliver us from evil”  this is not a statement about bad things in the world that we give the label “evil” to 

- but that we are referring to the evil that derives from the Devil and the fallen angles.  But, the message 

today is that despite this reality we don’t need to fear these beings, we don’t need to ignore their reality - 

we can believe the truth about evil, but also know that we have a more powerful guy on our side. 

 Our modern world has become more bound than ever to think that things do or do not exist 

because we can see them or measure them scientifically.  Seeing a thing gives us information about it, 

scientific study of a thing gives us information about it - but this doesn’t show us all there is to know 

about the thing - and it doesn’t tell us that there is nothing more out there - we don’t know what we have 

not yet been able to see or measure.   Many things existed before science figured out how to sense them, 

and other things still do - failure to be able to sense a things does not prove its non-existance.   So it is 

possible that there are spirits, souls - and of course an eternal God - as our faith tells us. 

 The being we call Satan or the Devil is the Archangel Lucifer who due to rebellion and his free 

choice gave up his close place with God and now is in that place of willful separation form God called 

Hell - and he wants others to join him there.  Scripture teaches us (from Genesis, actually) that this guy 

has been messing with us from the beginning.  He uses crafty means to encourage us to make the same 

choice to turn away from God and surrender our birthright to share in the eternal inheritance of heaven 

as children of God.  It can be easy for us to get sucked in and not realize it; to slowly turn away from 

God and drop our practice of the faith.  He spends years trying to convince us that God isn’t real or who 

God says God is.  He spend a lifetime trying to convince us that human thought and decision is all that 

matters and that we don’t need to follow God - and then convinces us (falsely) that we will be better off.  

Satan is like the pickpocket who gets your wallet, then runs a successful publicity campaign that 



convinces everyone there are no pickpockets, then makes you believe that you never lost your wallet in 

the first place.  In fact he says: “think of all the things you can buy now that you don’t have that pesky 

wallet with cash and credit cards getting in the way.”  You may say “yeah, I’m too smart to be taken in 

like that,” but this is the final deception that he uses - pride.  It is like the guy who just got pickpocketed 

saying “No one gets over on me like that,” while the pickpocket, standing next to you says “yeah your 

right, you must just have left it home, besides - everyone knows that pickpockets aren’t real!” 

 Evil spirits work through the mouths of the many false prophets we have in our world, they help 

to encourage us to believe in - and follow - the crazy, sinful, unreligious things that the world promotes 

and that pop up in our minds.  Jesus is the true Prophet and King and Priest.  He is the one who guides 

us on the way, the one who offers the sacrifice that washes away our sins, the one who is the King 

calling us to his kingdom.  Don’t turn away from all that.  Don’t listen to the false prophets of the world, 

but rather listen to the true King, Priest, and Prophet Jesus Christ.  It was of him that God speak of 

through Moses in our first reading:  I will raise up for them a prophet like you … and will put my words 

into his mouth; he shall tell them all that I command him. That’s the guy we should be listening to! 

 The good news is Jesus Christ.  In our second reading St. Paul tells his readers: I should like you 

to be free of anxieties.  I am telling you this for your own benefit, not to impose a restraint upon you, but 

for the sake of propriety and adherence to the Lord without distraction.  Satan would love to distract us 

from God.   Paul charges us to keep focused on God.  The truth is that Satan and evil spirits only stay if 

we let them.  Look at Jesus in story of his temptation in the desert, he keeps himself focused, and 

eventually when he tells Satan to leave-  he just goes - he can’t force, he can only trick.  As St. James 

tells us: Be subject [to] God; … resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  In the Gospel we see a 

display of the power of Jesus over the unclean spirits as he casts them out.  Staying close to Jesus aligns 

us with the one of whom it was said: What is this? A new teaching with authority.  He commands even 

the unclean spirits and they obey him.   The Devil uses manipulation and tricks to get us to do sinful 

things that eventually lead us to giving up on God and abandon our faith.  Believe in the reality of evil, 

but more importantly, believe in the reality of good.  God is the source of all good, God is the source of 

all power.  Don’t believe the pickpocket telling you that you you never actually had a wallet, and you 

won’t ever need those credit cards anyway.  Believe in the God of truth whose presence has the power to 

cast out evil and which will be with us today in this Eucharist.  Believe in the God who, in great love, 

came to sacrifice Himself for you so that you would not be subject to the power of evil, but instead be 

united one day to the God who deeply loves us, who protects us, and who is the source of all goodness.


